
J anuary 18 , 1 9 8 9 LB 35 , 36 , 38 , 79 , 15 8, 496 - 5 3 6

while y o u b r i n g i n yo u r b i l l s . If you have some, please bring
them up. Do you have an announcement for us?

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i d en t , Reference Committee will meet in five
minutes in Room 2102; Reference Committee in Room 2102 i n f i v e
minutes .

PRESIDENT: Ref e r e nc e Committee, please heed the announcement
j us t m ade .

EASE

PRESIDENT: If you don't have anything to do, there is some d r y
edibl e b ea ns up in front here, i f you would l i ke t o he l p
yourself you may. John Weihing knows all about them, so you can
a;.-.k him if you want to know h o w t o cook t h em or an yt h i n g .
( Gavel . ) Sen a t o r W e i h i n g .

SENATOR WEIHING: Nr. President and members of the Legislature,
this year Nebraska is number one in the production of dry edible
beans. I thought that you should realize that we h ave a ve r y
high standing with the production in the nation.

PRESIDENT: Nr . C l e r k , you h av e something to do.

CLERK: Nr . Pr e si d en t , you r Committee on Agriculture, whose
Chair i s Sen a t o r Rod Johnson , t o wh om was r e f e r r ed LB 35 ,
instructs me to report the same back to the Legislature with the
recommendation it be advanced to General File; LB 36 and LB 38
to General File, all signed by Senator Johnson as Chair.

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , n e w b i l l s . ( LBs 496- 5 36 . Re ad f o r the first
time by title. See pages 258-66 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , i n addition to those items, I have t h e h e a r i n g
notice from the Healt h and Human Service Com mittee.
Nr. President, a Reference Report referring LBs 463 through 495.

Nr. President, Transportation Committee, whose Chai r i s Sen at or
Lamb, to whom was referred LB 79, instructs me to r epor t t h e
same back to the Legislature with the recommendation that it be
advanced to General File with committee amendments attached, and
LB 158 to General File, both of those s igned by Sen a t or Lamb
(See pages 268 of the Legislative Journal.)
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F ebruary 28 , 1 9 8 9 LB 24 7 , 39 2 , 39 5 , 53 1 , 5 6 4 , 6 9 4 , 7 4 8
760

record .

t hat ' s already been made that some of the programs based on
need, no doubt, would also be addressed to the needs of native
Americans and that the actual dollars distributed would be
something in excess of that amount that was specifically
designated to go to the tribal areas. I n an y ev en t , I would
move that the report be advanced. Obviously, there's been many
suggestions that other areas could be addressed. As I h ave
indicated earlier, I know of no way that all of the needs that
c ould be s u ggested c o u l d b e addressed . Ha l f t he f un ds ar e
contemplated to be a revolving fund, in nature they go back to
t he l o w i n c ome or n e eds p r i m a r i l y l ow i n t he w a y o f l oan s which
would be repaid and so there is, from that viewpoint, a t l e a s t ,
the opportunity for reuse of these funds by many people o ver a
period of t i me , w h ic h , i nc i d e n t a l l y , w as a change f r o m a c o u p l e
of years ago. You may recall, w e then w er e o p e r a t i n g u n d e r the
impression that these funds had to all be used, gone within a
specified period of time, but that restriction seems to have
been lifted somewhat and the revolving fund concept, w hich i s
being used in the one program, in fact, can exist and is b eing
implemented. So I would move that the report be adopted as
written. As several have indicated, it does p oi n t out br oad
areas which are consistent with the predisbursement plan that we
would hope the Governor's office would take into account i n t he
distribution of these funds' two speci f i c p r oj e c t s .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T ha n k yo u . You have he a rd t h e c l os i n g . The
question is the adoption of the Appropriations Committee r epor t .
Those i n f avo r vo t e aye, op p o sed n ay . Hav e y o u a l l v ot ed ?
Record, p l e a s e .

CLERK: 27 aye s , 3 n ay s , Nr. President, on a doption o f t h e
motion as offered by Senator Warner.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee report is adopted. F or t h e

CLERK: Nr. President, your Committee on Revenue, whose Chai rman
is Senator Hall, to whom was referred LB 564, instructs me t o
report the same back to the Legislature with the recommendation
that it be indefinitely postponed. T hat ' s s igned b y Sena t o r

Education Committee reports LB 247 to G eneral File; LB 392,
General File; LB 395, General File; LB 531, indefinitely
postponed; LB 694, indefinitely postponed; LB 760, indefinitely

Hall .
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A pri l 4 , 19 9 0 L B 247, 5 31 , 1 1 4 1
LR 239

personally, is isn't it kind of funny how 8 out of the 9 members
of the Appropriations Committee voted to advance this thing last
time. I think both of those accusations are very unfair, both
to Senator Withem and Senator Wa r n e r , b ecau s e they wer e
on.. . t he y v ot ed f or LB 247 last year, they worked on this all
summer, long before things happened at the university. I kn o w
Senator Warner, in some of the conversations he spoke last year
on the Kearney State issue, itself, talked about the need to do
some of these things. He's introduced bills in the past to do
some of these things. I think that's another unfair accusation.
Now, Senator Withem, on the other hand h a s bee n mor e i n my
caliber, of beating the university over the head any chance we
can, I guess. But I think it's important that t he b o dy , once
again, go back to some of the things that Senator Warner said in
h is sp e ec h on t h e bracket motion. And unlike many of the
speakers that have spoken from this microphone over t he ye a r s ,
those shaped like me and those like Loran Schmit that care to
make bold predictions on five years from now, hope you l i s t e n ed
to some of the things Senator Warner said, because we' re headed
down the road for some trouble. And even i f LR 2 3 9 , t he worst
case, we pass it and, yes, for some reason the voters don' t
adopt it this time around, we begin the discussion and bring to
l ight some of t h e things we need to do to improve our higher
education in the state, and some of the things we need to do to
go to our taxpayers and eventually spend some more money in the
right fashion on higher education in this state. And so d o n ' t
use the copout that,well, the voters are never going to adopt
it. Don't use the copout that some people are trying to g et
even wi i h t h e u n i v e r s it y . We' ve been talking about coordination
for a long time. I know I, myself, introduced LB 531, last
year, to do basically what Senator Warner's amendment to LB 1141
w ould do . Now, w h y d o eight members of the A ppropri a t i o n s
Committee vote like they do on this? You know, because we si t
there and we look how we spend the money, and we j us t k n o w we' re
not getting our money's worth right now, and we know t h e r e are
t roub le s do w n t h e r oad . With that, I urge the adoption of the
resolution. Hopefully, w e can work ou r wa y t o w ards 3 0 v o t e s a n d

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Question.

PRESIDENT: Question has been called. Do I see five hands'? I
do, and the question is, shall debate cease? All those in favor

get it on the ballot.
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April 4 , 199 0 LB 531, 1141
LR 239

LR 239 is no good. What you ought to do is work within the
present Coordinating Commission and something like that we could
l ive with. Tha t i s what they said to me at noon yesterday.
This morning I go out and talk to their representative, they say
they are opposed to this amendment. Something i s go i n g on
there. I thi nk S enator Warner is absolutely right. These
people don't want anything to happen a nd S e n a to r War n e r , the
dean that he is, called their bluff and said, now wait a sec o nd,
since you said you wanted it, I am going to give it to you. I
think we should and I don't think LR 239 has t he g u n s o r t he
muscle to get across on Final Reading with 30 votes. I t i s as
simple as that. But I.. . that i s w h y I l i k e LB 1 1 41 , t h e Warner
amendment at least puts something on the ballot to say, yes, we
are going to try and do some coordination in h igher edu c a t i o n,
and with that amendment, we are going to take the exact words
given to us by the opponents of LR 239, saying , ok a y, i f y ou
don't like that, okay, you are right, you are absolutely right,
we are going to use the present system. Now I am anxious to see
how some of the more vocal opponents of LR 239 react to th is
because what are they going to say, there has not been a public
hearing. Well, there was a public hearing on LR 239, and a s a
result of this, we have this amendment. That is what public
hearings are for, to generate ideas. T here was a p u b l i c he a r i n g
l ast y ea r o n L B 5 3 1 , which has a very similar membership to what
Senator Warner is talking about. There h as been p l ent y of
public hearings on this bill and we all know that. A nd so I
will be anxious to see what sort of cover people r un f o r when
their bluff is called and say, wait a second, you are right, we
all agree, coordination needs to occur. The Warner amendment
recognizes that this body probably is not ready to go whole hog
with LR 239, but, hopefully, people will mean what they say when
they say LR 239 is too much. We do want coordination. This
amendment will use the present system. We give some nice fangs
to that little French poodle that is guarding the bank now a nd
do some coordination and then, hopefully, in my mind, we can go
forward on making some decis i on s on how we want t o sp end
money.. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR NOORE: ...on higher education in this s tate s o we c an
compete . And w h y , S e n a to r L a Von Crosby, w hy ' ? Because the
students of this state I don't think presently on down the line
are having the quality they always deserve. A nd i t i s bec aus e
of the students that you need to do this in my opinion. We may
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